
 Premier's Debating Challenge 
 for Year 11  
 for the Karl Cramp Trophy 
 
Dear Debating Coordinator 
 
Welcome to the 2009 Premier's Debating Challenge for Year 11. In this 
package you will find details of this year’s competition including school contact 
information, the draw for 2009, and a new results reporting fax. 
 

NSW Schools Debating Policy 
 

 Home schools (underlined) are responsible for the initial contact with both 
the adjudicator and the other school. 

 Home schools should contact the adjudicator as soon as possible and 
arrange at least three suitable dates for the debate. They should then 
confirm the arrangements with the adjudicator AND the other school. 

 Once arrangements have been made for a debate, more than 48 hours 
notice must be given by a school wishing to postpone the debate. A 
suitable alternative must then be organised by that school. 

 All rounds must be completed by the dates specified (see below). 
 If any problems arise which prevent the organisation of a debate please 

contact your Regional Coordinator immediately. 
 If a debate has not taken place by the due date, it may be awarded to the 

team deemed to be disadvantaged due to another team’s unwillingness to 
debate. 

 A forfeit is a win to the other team. 
 Please note that a forfeit disadvantages all the teams in the zone, so every 

effort should be made to complete your debates on time. 
 Schools must use the adjudicator assigned to their zone. Under no 

circumstances are schools to appoint their own adjudicator or adjudicate 
their own debates. 

 The adjudicator’s decision is final. No protests will be considered unless 
the rules of the competition have been broken. 

 Any disputes regarding any aspect of the conduct of a debate must be 
forwarded in writing to the State Coordinator within one week of the 
problem arising. 

 

Topic Areas and Completion Dates 
 

Round To be completed by Topic area 
1 Friday 1 May  Contemporary Issues 
2 Friday 22 May Environment 
3 Friday 12 June Civics and Citizenship 

Zone Winners to be finalised by Friday 10 July General 
Regional Final 13 (SWS) or 14 August (S, NS, WS) General 

Semi-Finals in the Maiden Theatre, Botanic Gardens, 
Friday 21 August 

General 

State Final in the Maiden Theatre, Botanic Gardens, 
Monday 7 September August at 11.30am 

General 
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Reporting Results 
 

 The procedure for reporting results in the Premier's Debating Challenge 
has changed for 2009. Please read the details below carefully. 

 All results should be reported to the State Coordinator. 
 A chairperson’s script & results fax is included in this package. Make 

copies of this page and use it for each debate you host. 
 Home schools should try to get the signatures of both the away coach and 

the adjudicator on this chairperson’s script & results fax. 
 This page should be faxed through to the State Coordinator by the home 

school immediately after the debate with the results section completed. 
 Alternatively, results can now be emailed to debating@det.nsw.edu.au. Be 

sure to include the round, schools involved, topic, adjudicator’s name and 
winner in your email. 

 Should you be unable to secure signatures or remember some of these 
details, it’s still important that you contact us with the result as soon as 
possible. 

 

Rules of the Competition 
 

 The Premier's Debating Challenge for Year 11 for the Karl Cramp Trophy 
is open to all NSW government secondary schools in the metropolitan 
area 

 Different students can make up a team for different debates, but no 
student may appear for both Team A and Team B. Once a student has 
appeared for Team A, they may not appear for Team B at any stage of the 
competition, and vice versa. 

 Teams consist of four students with one acting as the team’s adviser in the 
preparation room and during the debate. 

 Teams entering the competition have been organised into zones, where 
they will debate each other in a round-robin format. 

 Zone debates are organised by the schools involved. The home school will 
be listed on the draw, and that school will contact their opponent and the 
adjudicator to arrange a suitable time and date for the debate. 

 Zone winners then proceed to a knock-out stage of the competition until a 
regional winner has been determined. 

 The speaking time for the Year 11 competition is 10 minutes, with a 
warning bell at 8 minutes and a continuous bell at 11 minutes. 

 Topics will be sent through to the home school on the day of the debate. 
 Teams will rank the topics from 1 to 3. Both 3rd choices will be eliminated, 

and the highest-rated topic chosen. Where two remaining topics are 
equally popular, a coin toss shall decide between them. 

 The toss of a coin will determine affirmative/negative. The winner of the 
toss is the affirmative. 

 Teams will have 60 minutes in which to prepare their case. 
 Teams may not take any notes or research into the preparation rooms. 

Pens, blank paper and cards, stopwatches and a dictionary are allowed. 
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Regional Coordinators 
 

 

Sydney Northern Sydney 
Noel Parbery Luke Symonds 

Georges River College Oatley Senior Campus Epping Boys High School 
PO Box 288, OATLEY 2223 213 Vimiera Rd, EASTWOOD 2122 

Phone: 8567 3700   Phone: 9869 2701   
Fax: 9570 3622   Fax: 9868 1198   

Email: noel.parbery@det.nsw.edu.au  Email: luke.symonds2@det.nsw.edu.au 
 
 

South Western Sydney Western Sydney 
Louise Lawson George Zivkovic 

Campbelltown Performing Arts High School Glenwood High School 
Beverley Road, CAMPBELLTOWN 2560 Forman Ave & Glenwood Park Dr, Glenwood 2768

Phone: 4625 1403   Phone: 9629 9577   
Fax: 4625 5986   Fax: 9629 2796   

Email: louise.lawson@det.nsw.edu.au Email: george.zivkovic@det.nsw.edu.au  
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2009 Premier's Debating Challenge for Year 11 – Northern Sydney Region 
(The home team is underlined) 

 
 

  

  ZONE 1 

1a Castle Hill High School (B) v Hornsby Girls High School (B) 
1b Castle Hill High School (A) v Hornsby Girls High School (A) 

       
2a Hornsby Girls High School (B) v Castle Hill High School (A) 
2b Hornsby Girls High School (A) v Castle Hill High School (B) 

       
3a Hornsby Girls High School (A) v Hornsby Girls High School (B) 
3b Castle Hill High School (A) v Castle Hill High School (B) 

 

  

  ZONE 2 

1a Normanhurst Boys High School v Galston High School 
1b Cherrybrook Technology High School v Cheltenham Girls High School 

       
2a Normanhurst Boys High School v Cherrybrook Technology High School 
2b Galston High School v Cheltenham Girls High School 

       
3a Cheltenham Girls High School v Normanhurst Boys High School 
3b Cherrybrook Technology High School v Galston High School 

 

  

  ZONE 3 

1a Epping Boys High School v Hunters Hill High School 
1b Ryde Secondary College v Muirfield High School 

       
2a Epping Boys High School v Ryde Secondary College 
2b Hunters Hill High School v Muirfield High School 

       
3a Muirfield High School v Epping Boys High School 
3b Ryde Secondary College v Hunters Hill High School 

 

  
 



2009 Premier's Debating Challenge for Year 11 – Northern Sydney Region 
(The home team is underlined) 

 
 

  

  ZONE 4 

1a N.B.S.C. Manly Campus v N.B.S.C. Mackellar Girls Campus 
1b North Sydney Boys High School v Narrabeen Sports High School 

       
2a N.B.S.C. Manly Campus v North Sydney Boys High School 
2b N.B.S.C. Mackellar Girls Campus v Narrabeen Sports High School 

       
3a Narrabeen Sports High School v N.B.S.C. Manly Campus 
3b North Sydney Boys High School v N.B.S.C. Mackellar Girls Campus 

 

  

  ZONE 5 

1a Riverside Girls High School v North Sydney Girls High School 
1b Killarney Heights High School v St Ives High School 

       
2a Riverside Girls High School v Killarney Heights High School 
2b North Sydney Girls High School v St Ives High School 

       
3a St Ives High School v Riverside Girls High School 
3b Killarney Heights High School v North Sydney Girls High School 

 

  
 



 CHAIRPERSON’S SCRIPT 
& RESULTS FAX 

 
 

I welcome you to the  round of the Premier's Debating Challenge for Year(s)  

This debate is between (A / B) and (A / B)
 

The Affirmative team, from: The Negative team, from: 

  

 School is:  School is: 

1st Speaker  1st Speaker  

2nd Speaker  2nd Speaker  

3rd Speaker  3rd Speaker  

Team Adviser  Team Adviser  
 

The Adjudicator for this debate is:  
 

Each speaker may speak for  minutes.  There will be a warning bell at  minutes 
with two bells at  minutes to indicate that the speaker’s time has expired.  A bell will 
be rung continuously if the speaker exceeds the maximum time by more than one minute. 
As a courtesy to the speakers, please ensure that all mobile phones are switched off. 

The topic for this debate is:  
 

Please welcome the 1st speaker of the Affirmative to open the debate.  (After each speaker,  
wait for a signal from the adjudicator and then introduce the next speaker). 

 

(After the debate)  Please welcome the adjudicator to announce the result of this debate. 

(After the adjudication) A speaker will now congratulate the winning team. 

(After the congratulations) A speaker from the winning team will now respond. 
 

 

ATTN: LLOYD CAMERON, FAX: (02) 9569 6878 

Winning Team Name:  

  

Home Coach:  Away Coach:  
 (Signature)   (Signature)  

Adjudicator:  Debate Date:  /        /  
 (Signature)     

The home school should ensure that all of the top section is completed (round number, age 
division, topic, team A or B & adjudicator’s name).  The home school should then collect the 
signatures needed and fax this entire page to the number above. Please note that results can 

also be emailed to debating@det.nsw.edu.au 
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